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General Certificate of Education (Adv. Level) Examination, 2019 August 

General English (13) 

Solutions 

Paper I 

Part A - Grammar and Vocabulary (35 marks) 

Question 1

1. Fill in the blanks in the following text, using the prepositions given in the box. Use

each preposition only once. There is one preposition extra. (05 marks) 

of, towards, along,             on to, in 

 Two young employees who were recruited recently were arguing (1)…in…..the office when 

their boss walked (2)…towards……them. The boss asked, “Why are you arguing?” One 

employee answered, “There was a hundred rupee note (3)…on…….this table and we decided 

to give it to the one who tells the biggest lie.” "You should be ashamed 

(4)…of......yourselves," said the boss, "When I was at your age, I didn‟t even know what a lie 

was." Immediately, the two employees gave the hundred rupee note (5)……to…..the boss. 

in,   towards,   on,   of,             to  

Question 2 

Fill in each blank with the correct form of the verb given in brackets.           (10 marks) 

One day, while two friends, Kavindu and Savindu, (1)…were walking…..(walk) through a 

valley, at one stage in their journey, they had an argument and Kavindu slapped Savindu in 

the face. 

Savindu was hurt but without (2)…….saying.……….(say) anything he wrote in the sand 

near the bank of the river, „Today Kavindu slapped me in the face.‟ 

They kept on walking until they (3) …… found/could find/were able to find ... (find) a 

suitable place to rest. And they decided (4)… to have ……….(have) a wash there. Savindu 

got stuck in the mud of the river and started (5)… drowning/to drown ….. (drown), but 

immediately he (6) …was saved…… (save) by Kavindu. After Savindu (7)……had 

recovered/recovered………..(recover) from his shock, he wrote on a rock, „Today Kavindu 

saved my life.‟ 

Then Kavindu (8) ……asked…… (ask) him, “After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and 

now, you are writing on a rock, why?” 

Savindu replied, “My dear friend, (9)…(do) remember….(remember) that when someone 

(10)………hurts…….(hurt) us,  we should write it down in sand where winds of forgiveness 

can erase it away. But, when someone does something good for us, we must engrave it in 

stone where no wind can ever erase it.” 
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Question 3 

Underline the correct word from those given within brackets to fill in the blanks in the 

following text.  

(10 marks) 

 A boy and a girl (1) ………… (was/ were/ been) playing together. The boy had (2)  ……(a, 

those, many) collection of beautiful marbles. The girl had (3) …………( some/ much/ any) 

toffees with her. The boy offered to give the girl all his marbles (4) …………( on/ in/ with) 

exchange for all her toffees. The girl agreed. The boy gave all the marbles to the girl, but 

secretly kept (5) ………. (a/ few/  the) most beautiful marble for (6) ………( his/ he/ 

himself). The girl gave him all her toffees (7) ……….. (unless/ as / though) she had 

promised. That night, the girl slept peacefully. But the boy couldn‟t sleep as he kept 

wondering if the girl had hidden some more tasty toffees from (8) ……….. (he, him, his) the 

way he had hidden (9) …………(himself/ his/ him) best marble. 

 If you don‟t give your hundred percent in a relationship, you‟ll always keep doubting (10) 

……….. (after, whether, before) the other person has given his/her hundred percent. 

Question 4 

Underline the correct word/phrase from those given within brackets.          (05 marks) 

1.  He played a key role in ……………………..the cause of a viral disease. (inventing, 

discovering, looking, observing) 

2.  His practical solutions helped people to…………….……..their lives. (improve, grow, 

enlarge, increase) 

3.  Imran invited Ramesh to come and ………… the movie. (seem, watch, look, stare at) 

4. We highly …………….. your contribution towards this work. (insert,  enhance, express, 

appreciate) 

5. Mutual understanding can help us ………………..a better society. (inculcate, introduce, 

create, implement) 

discovering,   improve,  watch,  appreciate,  create,

Question 5 

Underline the correct word-ending, selecting from those given in brackets.        (05 marks) 

The number of accidents in expressways has been increasing over the past three years. Even 

though the (1) author……..(ities/ization/ ize) have provided several safety precautions, over 

2000 accidents have been reported during the last three years. In the meantime, (2) 

leg……..(alized /ally /al) action has been taken against 355 drivers who violated traffic (3) 

regul……….(arly/ ations/ ar) on the Southern Expressway in the last 25 days. Police said 

drivers were charged for driving at (4) excess………….(ive/ ively/ iveness) ) speed, causing 

accidents due to reckless driving. A senior (5) offic……..(e/ ers / ial) said that drivers were 

yet to come to terms with the rules for the expressway. 

    ities,         al,          ations,         ive,        ial 
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Part B - Reading & writing (25 marks) 

Question 6 

Underline the option that best expresses the meaning of each of the sentences given below.

(05 marks) 
1. Having visited Polonnaruwa, the tourists proceeded to Kandy.

(1) The tourists visited Polonnaruwa but could not go to Kandy.
(2) The tourists first visited Kandy and then went to Polonnaruwa.
(3) The tourists first visited Polonnaruwa and then went to Kandy.
(4) The tourists could  visit neither Kandy nor Polonnaruwa.

2. It was so good of Kannan to come to our rescue when our car broke down.
(1) When our car broke down, Kannan did not come to help us.
(2) We appreciated Kannan helping us when our car broke down.
(3) Kannan was a good man but did not help us when our car broke down.
(4) When our car broke down, Kannan wanted to help us but he couldn’t.

3. Kasuni had only just walked into the office when the telephone rang.
(1) Kasuni entered the office soon after the telephone rang.

(2) While the telephone was ringing, Kasuni entered the office.

(3) Kasuni entered the office when she heard the telephone ringing.

(4) As soon as Kasuni entered the office, the telephone rang.

4. If Sumeda had helped Ravindran,  Ravindran would have got the job.
1) Sumeda helped Ravindran and therefore Ravindran could get the job.
2) Sumeda did not help Ravindran but Ravindran was able to get the job.
3) Sumeda did not help Ravindran so  Ravindran could not get the job.
4) Sumeda helped Ravindran but Ravindran was not able to get the job.

5. The alternative road has got to be built to take the traffic away from the city centre.

(1) The alternative road would create heavy traffic in the city centre.

(2) The alternative road would reduce traffic in the city centre.

(3) The alternative road would be heavily congested with traffic.

(4) The alternative road would not help to ease the traffic in the city centre.

     3,          2,       4,     3,       2  

Question 7 

Read the following text and answer the questions (a) and (b).              (10 marks) 

English Language Proficiency Test is a standardized local test of English conducted by two 

private sector organizations in Sri Lanka - the Ceylon English Association (CEA) and 

English Learners‟ Society (ELS). The test was first administered in 2016. 

Test Format 

There are two versions of the test, Academic English Test and General English Test. Both 

versions are graded in exactly the same way. Candidates must take the first three parts of the 

test on the same day, in the order of Listening, Reading and Writing and there are no breaks 

between these parts. The final part, Speaking, which is of 15 minutes duration, will be held 

within seven days. All parts are compulsory. 25 marks are allocated for each part. 
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Academic English Test General English Test 

This test measures English language 

proficiency needed for academic purposes.  

This test measures English language 

proficiency needed for general purposes.  

Listening (30 minutes, plus 10 minutes extra 

to transfer your answers to your answer 

sheet.) 

Four recorded conversations. 

Listening   

Same as in Academic English Test. 

Reading (One hour) 

Three long reading passages with tasks will 

be given. Texts may also include non-verbal 

material such as diagrams, graphs and 

illustrations.  

Reading (One hour) 

Three reading passages with tasks will be 

given. All texts will be drawn from general 

contexts. 

Writing (One hour) 

1. Writing task of at least 150 words where

the test taker must summarize, or explain a

table, graph, chart or a diagram.

2. Short essay task of at least 250 words.

Writing (One hour) 

1. Letter writing task of at least 150 words.

2. Short essay task of at least 250 words

Speaking   

Face-to-face interview.   

Speaking (Duration & Procedure same as in 

Academic English Test). 

(a). Underline the most appropriate response in each of the questions from 1-  4. 

1. Which of the following is true about the test?

(1). It is an international test.

(2). The test has more than two versions.

(3). The test is offered by state sector.

(4). Each version consists of four parts.

2. Which of the following parts is allocated the least time duration?

(1) Listening     (2). Speaking       (3). Reading       (4). Writing 

3. A candidate starts the General English Test at 9.00 a.m. on a particular day. At what time

should he/she  finish completing the answer sheets of  the Listening Part?

    (1).  9.20 a.m. (2). 9.30 a.m. (3).  9. 40 a.m. (4). 9. 50 a.m. 

4. Which of the following is not mentioned in the text?

(1). The Examination fee of the test.

(2). The year in which the test was established.

(3). Number of marks for Reading Part.

(4). The Institutions that conduct the test.
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(b). Do the following statements agree with the information given in the above text? 

In boxes 5 – 10 write True, False or Not Given. 

True If the statement is correct 

False If the statement is wrong 

Not Given If there is no sufficient information  

Statements 

5. Academic English Certificate is the highest English language

qualification a Sri Lankan student can obtain.
Not Given 

6. A candidate should answer the Listening part before the Reading part. TRUE 

7 . Letter writing skills are tested in Academic English Test. FALSE 

8. Academic English Test includes tasks based on graphs for Reading. TRUE 

9. The maximum number of words that can be used in the short essay

task is 250 words   
FALSE 

10. Each version of the test is conducted only once a year.  Not Given 

Question 8 

Write a paragraph beginning with the given sentence. Use about 75 – 100 words.  Do not 

exceed the word limit. Do not write more than one paragraph. (10 marks) 

 Proper actions should be taken to maintain a clean and healthy environment.  …………… 

Description Marks 

Content  See the Band Description given below. 4 

Language Use See the Band Description given below. 6 

Band Description for Content 

Level Description Marks 

Very 

Good/Good 

Has used specific length. Content appropriate & interesting. 

Has developed the given key sentence with sufficient 

supporting details. Selects & organizes facts in a logical 

manner. 

4 

Moderate Content fairly appropriate & interesting. Selects & organizes 

facts in a fairly logical manner.     
3 

Satisfactory  Content not sufficiently developed with supporting details. 

Frequent gaps in presenting facts.  
2 

Limited Content extremely limited. Facts not arranged properly to 

support the key sentence.    
1 
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Band Description for Language Use 

Level Description Marks 

Very Good Excellent use of language. Free of grammatical errors. 

Excellent word choice. 
6 

Good Only few grammatical errors. Choice of words effective. 5 

Moderate Occasional errors of grammar Choice of words fairly 

appropriate.   
3-4

Satisfactory Frequent errors of grammar and word choice.   2 

Limited Only very few grammatically correct sentences. Mostly 

sentence fragments. Vocabulary very limited.  
 1 

 If the candidate has written more than one paragraph, assess only the first

one.
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^w'fmd'i& Wiia fm<

12-13 fY%aKs - flá igyka
isxy, udOH

úoHd - .Ks;

12 idudkH f;dr;=re ;dCIKh

12-13 ridhk úoHdj - 1

12-13 ridhk úoHdj - 2

12-13 ridhk úoHdj - 3

12-13 ridhk úoHdj - 4

12-13 ridhk úoHdj - 5

12-13 fN!;sl úoHdj - 1

12-13 fN!;sl úoHdj - 2

12-13 fN!;sl úoHdj - 3

12-13 fN!;sl úoHdj - 4

12-13 fN!;sl úoHdj - 5

12-13 cSj úoHdj - 1

12-13 cSj úoHdj - 2

12-13 cSj úoHdj - 3

12-13 cSj úoHdj - 4

12-13 cSj úoHdj - 5

12-13 cSj úoHdj - 6 ^l%shdldrS udkjhd&

12-13 cSj úoHdj - 7 ^l%shdldrS Ydlh&

12-13 lDIs úoHdj - 1

12-13 lDIs úoHdj - 2

12-13 lDIs úoHdj - 3

12-13 lDIs úoHdj - 4

jdKscHh

12 .sKqïlrKh

13 .sKqïlrKh

12 jHdmdr wOHhkh

13 jHdmdr wOHhkh

12 wd¾Ól úoHdj

13 wd¾Ól úoHdj - 1

13 wd¾Ól úoHdj - 2

l,d

12 isxy,

13 isxy,

12 foaYmd,k úoHdj

13 foaYmd,k úoHdj

12 Y%S ,xld b;sydih

13 Y%S ,xld b;sydih

12 bkaÈhdkq b;sydih

13 bkaÈhdkq b;sydih

12 N+f.da, úoHdj

13 N+f.da, úoHdj

12 fn!oaO YsIagdpdrh

13 fn!oaO YsIagdpdrh

12 ikaksfõok yd udOH wOHhkh

13 ikaksfõok yd udOH wOHhkh

Grade 12-13 - Short Notes

English Medium

12 Accounting

13 Accounting

12 Business Studies

13 Business Studies

12 Eeonomics

12-13 fY%aKs - m%Yafkda;a;r
isxy, udOH

idudkH ±kSu

12 .sKqïlrKh - 1

12 jHdmdr wOHhkh

12 wd¾Ól úoHdj

ish¨ u fY%aKs i|yd flá igyka iy m%Yak m;% fmd;a

wm i;=j ;sfnk w;r" fuu ´kEu .%ka:hla jÜgï iys;

j Tfí ksjig u f.kajd .; yels h'

Wiia fm< i|yd .%ka: kdudj,sh
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